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Dear reader; 

Events at the Snake Park over the last year show 
how easily- and quickly = institutions crumb?e once 
their basic objectives become confused. When Rom started 
the Park in 1969 his priorities were public education, 
research and conservation, But because of problems among 
the Trustees, these objectives are nowhere to be seen; 
which is why the editors of this issue like many others 
have disassociated themselves from the Park, We acknowledge 
and appreciate the many letters of support to us personally 


and in the press. 


One cË the casualties of this upheaval has been 
Hamadryad  wnich fell into a demoralized silence for a 
while, But it is ncw up and about again, based at the 
Crocodile Benk where we now concentrate our activities. 
The good shepherd really has been Dr.Jeff Lang of the 
University pf North Dakota who has donated a cyclostyling 


machine and other equipment for the use of Hamadrayad. 


Since tnis year's subscription money for Hamadryad 
is in the Snake Park account and therefore not accessible 
we are trying to find sponsors for the next issue. In-any 
case we will do our best to keep this modest herpetological 
newsletter alive, Its closest geographical neighbours are 
'Hardun! from Israel and 'The Snake from Japan, so we 
must try and continue to fill the gap. The many queries 
from readers have certainly acted as spurs to our some- 
what jaded flanks, Dr. Salim Ali wrote recently: ‘I am 
glad 'Hamacryad' is being reincarnated. I£s leaving for 
"heavenly abode" permanently would have been deeply 


mourned by acmirers like myself." 


Zai Whitaker 

Editor ` 
Crocodile Bank 
Vadanemmeli Village - 
Perur P.O. 
Mahabalipuram Road 
Madras 603 104 
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igo ee DURVEYS: Satish Bhaskar, India's well known marine turtle 

mel, bas been in the province of Irian Jaya in Indonesia for 
"^c35 a year studying the nesting patterns.of sea turtles with 

a visw to formulating management and protection strategies, 

13 oroject which ends in October 1985 is administered by 

Worii Wildlife Fund - Indonesia and funded by the European 

Foor mie Commission (EEC). 
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ion Whitaker spent four months (upto February, 1985) 
E the crocodile resource in the same province for 
We’ ی‎ 


TRES spent 15 days in Kashmir to locate and 
| Himalayan pit viper (Agiis trodon himalayanus). 


byt te pud hi teker presented a paper entitled i Conserva tion 
a و ور‎ in the Andaman Islands! at the seminar 


A ی‎ ce of Iadian Heritage! held during the Festival of 


tri. mt ^idge in September 1984, 

Tou in and presented papers at the 
e. PA g^ management confer rence in Darwin, 
Ai ii in January this year. 

'E™Moneger andrews participated in a week long symposium 
(Ted omgcoed Narine animals and marine parks! conducted by the 
Ceiba Marins Fisheries Researeh Institute (CMFRI) in January 
this vor^. kom Whitaker's 'Rational use of estuarine and 
movi ic reptiles! was one of the herp papers presented at the 
D~ 5 ۰ 


"Wo dey informal croc workshop was held at 11011 in 


Aor. “las yeer. ‘this gave two key croc workers from Uttar 

E wo nnd Andhra Pradesh a chance to see the research being. 

&. ÉD fat at MCBY by Drs Jeff. Lang. 

Ns ¬. Roger Conant, Adjunct Professor, 

1 z ew Mexico, Albuquerque, spent a few cays 

: r 1984 admiring and photographing “he 

Hi : vipers collected in Kashmir by Shekar. ,Dr. Conant 

[e lDorioa!s foremost herpetologis ts end author of the 

A de. 1 co rer iles and amphibians cf cern end Central 

BOs. ' is currently working on the اس‎ tion of a 

mo: “a oho Agkistrodon groupe Dr. Conant will appreciate 

ra: ius interesting material on Hypnole kypmele and. =. 
Won tom Auffenberg, Curator of Herne volegy at the 

F US sum m. me a few days in Madras tm December 

d et loreal Varanus. bengalensis habitat. dor were 

D : ۳ a تم‎ RES EU fron the Iruia.Co.op., 


Bs... وود‎ DAA Comop~'s Rodent and Termi te Exterming tion 
AS became opera tional in Senuery this year and promises 
z success The project is funded by OXFAM. 
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frezh water turtle display and breeding pond constructed 
3 fashion of a temple tank has been completed in the 

Coo Pank thanks. to Wildlife Preservation Trvst, Interna tions. 
Caveral species of softske.ls including rion fangeticus, 
loithij. and Cuir indica and hardshelis such as Melanochelys 
“age, Kachuga kachuga, ^e dhongoka and Hordella ibhurgii 

vs viewed at clos. quarters for the first time. ‘The’ 
caclosure appears to be a tig hit with both, the turtles | 
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light. At no time have they attempted to bite, despite 
extreme provocation. 


Reunark: 

The book of Indian reptiles.  BNHS, Bombay. 

ne fauna of British India, Ceylon and 
Burma; Reptilia and Amphibia, Vol III, 
Serpentes. Taylor and Francis, London. 
Notes on 26 specimens of thé Pohur or 
Himalayan viper (Ancistrodon himalayanus). 
J.Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. XII, pp 411-414 

A populer treatisé on the common Indian 
snakes, part XIII, JBNHS VolXX, No.1. 
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JHE LEGEND OF ZUEN SHAH SAHIB 


The following legend was related to me by several people 
in Kashmir. Having subsequently had the opportunity of visiting 
the relevent places I find no reason to doubt its veracity. 


It is said that the small village of Aishmugam, halfway 
down the present day Anantnag-pahalgam road was once infested 


y 
with Himalayan pit vipers (locally known as 'pohur'). The snakes 
were concentrated mostly in and around a . 21 cave on a nearby 
hill and villagers. wero often bittern. Quite naturally, they 
retaliated by killing thé snakes on sight. This unpleasant 
Stalemate continued tilly according to the legend, the 
arrival of a Muslim saint by the name of Zuhn Shah Sahib. 

The saint, obviously a man.of wisdom and compassion, solved the 
snake-human conflict. He collected all he pohurs he could 

find in the arca, taking special care to clear out the cave 
which was their stronghold. Putting them in a basket, he 
transported them to another hill many miles from human 
habitation and libcrated them. ‘That Sjot became known 
'Pohur pajan', litcrally,pohur basket, for the basket in 
which tho snakes were carricd a hundred and fifty years ago. 


(9 


S 


I visited Pohur Pajan on 16 Soptombor '84, getting thoro 
after a strenuous four hour walk from tho village of Batkoto. 
What I saw improsscd me deeply. Not only did the thoughtful 
Saint set the snakes froc, ho actually cnsured their survival 
by constructing a suitable microhabitat on that barren, 
wind-swept slopol* If not for this the snakes may have perished. 


= Tl a 


To the nomadic sheep herders of the region, tho rugged 
gujurs, Pohur Pajan is a holy site. Gujur ^;-,ilies passing 
through tho arca stop at Pohur Pajan to make offerings of milk 
and rice to tho revered pohurs. Tb be sure, the people of 
Aishmugam have also done their bit to immortalise their saint. 
On tho hill slope facing the road, enclósing the cave which 
was once the home of the dreaded pohurs, stands the Zuhn Shah 
astana (temple), a symbo] of their gratitude. 


* for a description see previous article. 


My grateful thanks to Dr. Roger Conant for giving me an 
opportunity to undertake this trip. Mr. Mir Inayat Ullah, 
Chief Wildlife Warden, Kashmir, and his staff assisted in 
every way possible and have earned my eternal gratitude. 


Shekar Dattatri 
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Crocodile Consery وھ‎ pnd Managen | 
Australia January, 1985 


‘ 


A week long gathering of crocodile farmers, administrators, 
amd scientists was held in Darwin this January, sponsored by the 


The conference was a successful attempt to summarize recent 
scientific advances in crocodile husbandry and related research. 
The papers “aptly demonstrated that laboratory findings are 
highly relevant for the relatively new science of crocodile 
farming. Tho proceedings will be published in the form of 
a book. 

۱ | 

Attendees of the conference had the ooportunity to see 
several crocodile faras in Northern ga the aboriginal 
crocodile farming project at Edward River on the remote Cape 
York peninsula. 


In genorol, Australia's advanced programme - cf research 
on and now management of croecdiles there is very igipressives 
Most population: located in:suitable habitats are recovering, 
nuisance animals are efficiently dealt with by the Conservation 

L 


[97 
Commission iNortaüern RM ا‎ e nd there exist ongoing 
research and wopulation monit ring programmes . with this 
background Australia has ی‎ to CI TES to relist their 
C..poromus population from ee I to Appendix II to enable 


limited usage of the farmed and ranched crocs there. By tho 
time this ncwsletter is sont the dooision will have been made 
at the CITES mecting in Buenos Aires. 
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Mrs. Margaret Davidar, 
General Physician, 
Padappai. 


cT o MARINE TURTLE DRAIN 


| Although marine turtles are protected under Schedule I of 
the Indian Wildlife (protection) Act of 1972, they continue to 

be items of trade in the turtle markets of West Bengal. ‘he . 
commonest’ species in the markets is the olive ridley(Lepidochelys 
Qlivace 3), though hawksbills (Eretmochelys imbricata) turn up 
occasionally. 


* Most of the turtles are caught off the coast of Orissa 
and transported by trucks to Howrah with their flippers and 
feet wired or stitched together. At Howrah the turtles are 
sold to retailers for Rs.60/- (U.S. $5.00) each. Te retailers 
in turn sell them to the consumers at Rs.6 to 8 per Kg. Unlike 
freshwater turtles, marino turtles are not sold in the Calcutta 
markets. Instead they are sent to the suburbs, nearby towns 
and villages, including Canning in the Sunderbans, where they 
are sold in the markets openly. Most of the customers for 
marine turtle flesh belong to the lower income group for 
whom the meat is a source of cheap protein. 


Some statistics: Before 1981, 6 to 7 truck loads of sea turtles 
used to arrive in Howrah every day, each load containing between 
125 and 150 turtles. The influx generally started in November 
and continued till March with a peak from late'December to early 
March. At a conservative estimate at least 80,000 sea turtles 
(almost all.olive ridleys) came into Howrah alone each season. 
The male/female sex ratio in a sample of 200 olive ridleys in 
Howrah was 723. 


In the 1983-84 peak season (perhaps due to increased 
vigilence on the part of the Orissa and W. Bengal Forest Depts.) 
only oné truck load of sea turties camo into Howrah everyday. 
However, the tide is far from having been stemmed. If the 
1984-85 figures are anything to go by, poachers continue to 
operate with impunity(& immuni tyf}. 


Indraneil Das 
18/20, Ballygunge Place(Eas t) 
Calcutta - 700 019 
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PUMA NOs Wal gen f TE T pone MET 
T bib ! Although’ the -thade“tsydart oun, ' thereat’ Sezxdón 3g Dea 
pa ` between October and January. During the lean months. c DAR 
are conducted only when sufficient numbers of turtles have 
accumulated. -The main weekly markets in M.P. (local consumption) 
are at Piplami, Habibganj and Bherkheda. Ihe chief export 
market is the liwera Dish Market. 


A41 she three species mentioned above are protected under 
Schedule I of the Indian wildlife (Protection? Ag+, 1072 and it 
is heartening to note what appears to be a decline in the trade 
here - a result of Forest Department vigilance. Incidental 
catches in fishing nets still get to the market regularly but 

- there is reason to hope that even this will cease if more 
pressure is applied. In June 1984 an.oldtimer in the turtle 
trade at Habibganj market tob€ me: "ab kachuga marna mana hain" 
(turtle rilling is prohibited these days). 


While the change in the,situation is most welcome, the 
following measures are still eonsidered necessary for implemen- 
tation: e 


‘a 
1. Reilway authorities should not accept éurtle consignmdnts. 
Any consignments brought to them should be immediately 
reported to the nea arest Fo cest Office. 


2. The turtle markets, اس و مس‎ the export market to 
West Benrel should be checked frequently. Any turtles 
faund should be seized and re?:-^ed in suitable(and; if 
possible, pretecéed) habitat. 
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_REACHING IHE PEOPLE 


ps The exciting moments of confrontatior with- nature rs 

۱ ` wonders are still fresh in my mind as we work ER the final 
stages of our company's pilct production, "Süzke»5ite!" Before 
the start of the film project, I وج‎ terrified oE and ignorant 
. about snakes, like most people. But as I lesrncd about snakes 
in.the planning stage, and saw our snake experts at work, my 
fear turned to wonder. To see the cameruman's (my husband, 
.John!) face mearely a foot from a hooded : and to see 
our snake expert (Rom Whitaker) handie = wild réssells 
‘viper only put meat ease. Most peuple have not 
had the opportunity to see venomous. sn: nandled or 
to learn about these widely feared animal Paring the 
shooting of "Snakebite!", spectators valdc: abiy left when 
the snakes came on the scene, There ee snakes 
Can be dangerous but one can avoid cc the by 
learning about their habits and nabi elc ea 
one can learn to deal correctly lue n, Should 


- 


it happen. The purpose of "Snake ite" is + fear 
with knowledge and create a er qued respect fo axes, Its! 
message could.save thousands of lives, In ten s, the 


od ii 

Madras Snake Park had reached ten million people with this 
Same message. Yek, "Snakebite!" can reach tha same number 
Of people in a single national tele i ningi This 

. power of the media must be taken advantage cS in the field 


of environment education, 


It was with this idea in mind that we have formed 
Conservation Media Services (CMS), As in ‘*Snrikebitel”. 
CMS will use it's expertise to inform 1 z India 
about important environment and wild? 


At present, CMS has a film production Unit, capable 
of producing international quality films. i'm is the logi- 
cal medium to reach rural messes. Ir is vnácubte.y the most 
popular entertainment, with 3 vast Cistribotkion network 
already in place.. One project being ceveloped is to mike 
an entertainment feature film with in an ecolcqical theme, 
Done in the popular cinema format, this has tne potential 
of reaching millions cf people with important conservation 


messages. 


poed tco make 2 
inch video tapes. This is espet tui for documen- 
tation of research done in the risal ige and 
environment. For example CMS has now mode a er. orogr- 

,amme on the research being done at Madras Crocodile Bank 
Trust by Dr. Jeff Lang on the mugger EF aS e, 


Print media is also a priority, Re 3 
articles for different national and international 
magazines are published. Rom and Z3i Whitak $ 
presently writing a children's book or snakes, to 
be published shortly. 
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SUBSCRIPTION 


Local ; Rs 15 annually 


Foreign |: Dollar 5 annually 


Cheques should be made to HAMADRYAD 


MADRAS CROCODILE BANK VADANEMMELLI VILLAGE PERUR PO MADRAS 603104 


Vipera lebetina 


Photos: SHEKAR DATTATRI 


HAMADRYAD is edited by Zai whitaker. This issue co-edited by Shekar Dattatr and Rom 


Whitaker. Information presented here may be used elsewhere with acknowledgement to Hamadryad 


